Jordanian Prince wants negotiations in Iraq

PEACEMAKER. If the vicious circle is ever to be broken in Iraq, negotiations must be initiated with the insurgents. That’s the view of Prince Hassan of Jordan – which, as Iraq’s neighbour to the west, has been severely affected by Iraq’s descent into a lawless abyss.

Interview

By Ole Damkjær

In the West, all the groups involved in resisting the Iraqi government and the American led coalition are lumped together under the term “terrorists.” And, of course, there can be no negotiating with terrorists. But things are not that simple, and it is vital that a dialogue is initiated with Iraqi insurgents if Iraq’s nightmare is to end.

That’s the view of Prince Hassan of Jordan who is visiting Denmark at the moment.

 “Negotiations with the insurgents in Iraqi are badly needed. I’m not talking about the al-Qaeda element, and fighters coming in from other countries, but solely about Iraqi insurgents, who must receive certain guarantees; just as there is a need for some kind of amnesty and a time schedule for a pull-out,” says Prince Hassan, who points out that history has many examples of peace negotiations being held with so called terrorists.

 “Remember that, for a very long time, nobody would hold talks with Yasser Arafat. He was a terrorist. But then suddenly he got the Nobel Peace Prize,” Prince Hassan avers whilst also pointing to another decisive prerequisite for stability in Iraq.

 “It is important that the people of Iraq receive some of the benefits from oil revenues. It is estimated that only around 12 percent of the population receives any financial benefit from oil. Iraq is a rich country and this disparity needs to be addressed. Justice needs to be a part of future improvements,” says Prince Hassan who has been invited to Denmark in conjunction with a Mandag Morgen’s ‘Co-existence of Civilizations’ initiative.
A project that has been near to the 59-year old Prince’s heart for many years –  not least following the terrorist attack on the USA in September 2001. And if the decision were left to Prince Hassan, he would change the present strategy in the fight against terror; as the focus on ‘tough security’ simply creates more confrontation, which first and foremost plays into the hands of the terrorists and extremists in the opposite camp.

 “Unfortunately it has helped to create the impression that Islam is in confrontation with Christianity and with the West. And Bush talks about Western values being under attack. But the reality is that the attack is on values which we all share  – regardless of religion, or regardless of whether one is an atheist or not. Values such as freedom and human dignity,” states Prince Hassan.

He is deeply disturbed by the fact that terrorism has been elevated to the status of an ideology by governments and the media – an ism – which must be fought against just as fascism and communism was.  For this just makes it easier for the terrorists to recruit new warriors to the jihad.

 “I believe that this collision arises because of a process of globalisation which is devoid of any spiritual and cultural content. In our part of the world, people use the term universalising, because this implies that globalisation also concerns spiritual and moral issues. As far as the people in my region are concerned, globalisation is just another name for colonialism. When we have a globalisation without ethics, ordinary people, who are living in desperation and without hope, can be readily taken in by the message that Islam is the answer to their problems,” says Prince Hassan.
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The Jordanian Prince Hassan bin Talal has recently been on a visit to Denmark. Photo: Bjarke Ørsted
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Jordanian Prince’s views supported at Nordic Council meeting

Ritzaus Bureau 1 November 2006 2023
Copenhagen, Wednesday /ritzau/

Nordic politicians agreed on the need to promote multicultural development via the Danish Co-existence project, which is supported by Prince Hassan of Jordan.

By quoting Piet Heins Gruk in Danish,  Prince Hassan bin Talal from Jordan showed that he has sought to familiarise himself with Danish culture. The Jordanian Prince spoke from the speaker’s chair in the Danish Parliament in Copenhagen at the 58th session of the Nordic Council, whose theme is Scandinavia and globalisation.

The debate showed that Nordic politicians are agreed on the need to promote multicultural development via the Danish Co-existence project, which is supported by Prince Hassan of Jordan. When it came to vote on the issue, three members of the Nordic Council voted against – all three were members of the Danish People’s Party.

Immediately before the vote and Prince Hassan’s speech, Danish People’s Party representative Søren Espersen took the floor to explain that his party could not support the motion because it is opposed to a multicultural society. 

In his own contribution, Prince Hassan painted a grim picture of the situation in the Middle East with the oil question playing an all too dominant role. He described oil as a devil, which is in the process of being destroyed but not before it has caused great harm.

- Our oil wealth does not belong just to us, but to the whole the world. It controls and obtains money for weapons, said Prince Hassan.

He explained how the Nordic welfare states and their market economies command great respect in the Muslim world.

“You have substantial influence. The question is whether you wish to exploit the advantage this gives you. You get on well with your nearest big neighbour Russia, and, at the same time, several of you also work very closely with the USA”, said Prince Hassan and he continued:

“You are still not regarded as a single unit in the UN, but cooperation between the Nordic countries and the Baltic States can be a model for world peace and provide moral support in our efforts to achieve peace in the Middle East”. 

Prince Hassan stressed the importance of dialogue with Iran and North Korea, both of which possess nuclear weapons, in order to avoid an irrevocable crisis, but this was a matter of urgency. He also proposed the bringing together of Iran and Syria into a security alliance before it is too late. Soft security is far more preferable, according to Prince Hassan, than hard policies.

“As an Arab and Muslim, I have a deep vested interest in ensuring that the Danish Co-existence Agenda is successful. It is my view that your initiative represents a brave step in the direction of asserting the importance of dialogue. “We all share a human civilisation that is enriched by thousands of different cultures”, said Prince Hassan.

In conclusion, the Jordanian Prince expressed the view that the Muhammad crisis was a temporary phenomenon. He would not state whether it was right or wrong to publish the Muhammad cartoons but he regretted the loss of so many lives in the subsequent demonstrations.

“The process of achieving mutual understanding and respect is incredibly important. Otherwise, the only winners will be the fanatics”, Prince Hassan bin Talal concluded.
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